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Soybean Field in Warren Co., KY, Sep. 18, 2019.  Photo by B. Rippey, USDA.



Highlights (and Lowlights) of the 2019 Crop Season 

- Midwestern planting was severely delayed by wetness.
- Market factors (e.g. commodity prices and a trade war) 

favored planting corn instead of soybeans; in a wet year 
there is often an acreage gain in soybeans.

- U.S. corn production in 2019 is down 4.4% from last year, 
despite a negligible change in area harvested.  Corn yield is 
down 8.0 bushels/acre, or 4.5%, from 2018.

- U.S. soybean production in 2019 is down 20% from last 
year.  Much of the decline was attributable to 14.2% 
decrease in harvested acres, but some was due to a 7.3% 
decline in yield from 50.6 to 46.9 bushels/acre.

- Just over half of the U.S. corn (55%) and soybeans (54%) 
were rated G to EX on October 13, compared to 68 and 
66%, respectively, at the same time a year ago.

Kentucky Soybeans, Sep. 18, 2019
Photo by Brad Rippey



Aberdeen, SD, Oct. 10, 2019.  Photo by L. Edwards, Extension State Climatologist.





Snow Depth, October 12, 2019

Snowfall, October 10-13
Bismarck, ND 17.1”
Gr. Forks, ND 7.1”
Mobridge, SD 5.6”
Aberdeen, SD 5.0”





Contiguous U.S.
39.79%   D0 – D4
21.19%   D1 – D4











Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI)











Least Amount of
U.S. Corn Mature
by October 13,
1995‐2019

1. 73% in 2019
2. 77% in 2009
3. 87% in 2008
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Fewest U.S. 
Soybeans 

Dropping Leaves 
by October 13,
1995‐2019

1. 85% in 2019
2. 89% in 1996
3. 91% in 2009



2019





Other Current Agricultural Highlights

- Spring wheat harvest has been delayed due to late crop matur-
ation, followed by excessively wet weather.  By October 13, six 
percent of the crop remained in the field—a record for the date.

- Sunflower production is expected to be up 6.9% from last year, 
although harvest is substantially delayed by adverse weather.

- Winter wheat is emerging in most major production areas, but 
planting and emergence has been limited in northern production 
areas by cold, wet weather and early-season snowfall.

- The sugarbeet harvest is underway but significantly behind 
schedule.  The production estimate is up 1.4% from last year.

- Sorghum production is forecast to be down 4.5% from last year, 
despite a yield increase of 2.5%.  (Harvested area is down 6.8%.)

- Rangeland and pastures are in good shape in most areas.  How-
ever, pasture conditions are lower in the eastern Corn Belt.      
U.S. hay yield is up 8.7% from last year; production is up 8.1%.
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World Agricultural Outlook Board
Washington, D.C.

Phone: 202-720-2397
E-Mail: brad.rippey@usda.gov

Sunset from
Mackinac Island, MI

June 21, 2018
(photo by B. Rippey)


